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The expectations set by the National Curriculum01
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National Curriculum Expectations LKS2

By the time children reach Year 3, they should 
be able to apply their knowledge of phonics to 

new words and they should be reading 
fluently. They should also be able to discuss 
books which they have read and be familiar 
with a range of different stories, including 

traditional tales.

Throughout Year 3 and Year 4, 
children will become more 
familiar with different types of 
texts, such as poetry, plays and 
reference books. They will 
begin to draw inferences and 
make predictions about what 
they think is going to happen 
next.

It is important to remember that not all children learn at the same speed. 
Some children may find certain areas of comprehension trickier than others. 



By the time they leave Year 4, children are expected to:
increase their familiarity with a wide range of texts, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends;

identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books; 
retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts;

identify the main ideas from more than one paragraph and 
summarise them;

draw inferences about a character’s thoughts, feelings or motives 
using evidence from the text;



By the time they leave Year 4, children are expected to:

check their understanding of new words and explain the meaning of them 
in context;

make predictions about what might happen from details stated or implied;

prepare poems and play scripts to read out loud and perform;
participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those 
they can read for themselves;

discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and 
imagination;

ask questions to improve their understanding of a text.



National Curriculum Expectations UKS2

By the time children reach Year 5, they 
should already be familiar with a wide 
range of text types, including fiction, 

non-fiction, plays, poetry and reference 
books.

Throughout Year 5 and Year 6, 
children will continue to 
develop comprehension skills 
which will ensure that they 
fully understand the text 
they’re reading.
There is a statutory 
assessment at the end of KS2.

The most important aspect to develop is an enjoyment of reading.



By the time they leave Year 6, children are expected to:
increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, including 
myths, legends and fiction from our literary heritage;

recommend books to their peers;

identify themes across a wide range of texts;

make comparisons within and across books;

understand and explain the meaning of words in context;



By the time they leave Year 6, children are expected to:
draw inferences from a text and justify these with evidence;

summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph;

use stated or implied details to make predictions about what may 
happen next;

retrieve, record and present information from a non-fiction text;

distinguish between statements of fact and opinion;

discuss and evaluate the author’s choice of language;

provide reasoned justifications for their views.



Year 6 SATs
Each year in May, Year 6 children in England take part in a SATs reading paper.

This paper is designed to test children’s reading and comprehension skills 
across all areas of the curriculum. The test consists of two parts:

A reading booklet (typically 
containing three texts 

which increase in difficulty 
throughout the booklet).

An answer booklet
(containing a variety of questions 

about each of the texts, each 
relating to one of the eight 

‘content domains’).

Children have one hour to complete as many questions as they can.
Children are expected to read the text themselves and no help can be given.



2a: Give/explain the meaning of words in context.
 

2b: Retrieve and record information/identify key details
from fiction and non-fiction
 

2c: Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph.
 

2d: make inferences from the text/explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text.
 

2e: Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.
 

2f: Identify/explain how information/narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a 
whole.
 

2h: Make comparisons within the text.
 

2g: Identify/explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words
and phrases.

Each question in the KS2 SATs relates to one of the eight content domains shown below. 

Year 6 
SATs



In 2019 ( the last time SATs were administered) the reading test was 2,168 words to read 
in total. If a pupil reads at a slower rate e.g 90 words per minute, then by the time they 
have read the text they would have under one minute to answer each questions.

We need to ensure children are fluent enough in their reading and having a 
secure knowledge of the vocabulary is key to this.

The government’s guidelines for KS2 
reading tests state they should be 

between 1,500 and 2,300 words long. 



Decoding
Accuracy or automaticity & speed

Comprehension
Expression & adjusting the rate 
to focus on meaning

Background 
Knowledge
Activate prior word & world 
knowledge to make sense of the 
text.

Fluency



So…what do we do in school?

Model reading aloud 
to the children…be 

explicit about 
pausing, stopping, 
slowing down etc

Question/discuss 
specific vocabulary

‘So what is…..?

Use general knowledge - 
What do you think you 

might know about?
I can see….

I think that…. 

We don’t assume a child will know what a word 
means just because they can read it. 



Whole Class Reading
From Year 3, there is a shift from guided reading groups and a carousel of activities to pupils 
have daily reading lessons as a whole class. These lessons are built into regular English lessons 
and:
● Are built around the teacher reading high-quality and challenging texts, which are 

dissected by the class through high-level questioning and discussion. 
● Include a range of activities – not all of which have to have a written outcome – that 

enable pupils to develop their vocabulary and comprehension skills.

Why not stick with guided reading?
● Pupils are regularly immersed in high-quality children's literature.
● Pupils are able to improve speaking and listening skills, as well as developing 

comprehension skills.
● More time is given to modelling skills rather than just assessing ability.
● Behaviour for learning is improved as all pupils are engaged in the lesson.



How does it work?
● The teacher selects a high-quality piece of children's literature or non-fiction text that will 

challenge all pupils. 
○ It should be at a level slightly beyond that at which they can read independently. 
○ The text can be linked to a relevant topic and used to benefit other subjects.

●  The learning objective for the session is the same for all pupils. 
○ Pupils will have access to the same activities and levels of questioning but with differing 

levels of support provided depending on pupil needs.
● The teacher reads the text to the class, modelling fluency, intonation and comprehension, and 

pupils follow the text with their own copy.
● The teacher uses questioning and discussion to help pupils get to grips with new vocabulary and 

develop their understanding of the text.
● Pupils work on activities that help them to develop their comprehension of the text.

○ Depending on the activity, pupils may work in mixed-ability groups, pairs or by themselves.

Whole Class Reading



Whole Class Reading - Questioning

VIPERS is an acronym to aid the recall 
of the 6 reading domains as part of the 
reading curriculum.  

The 6 domains focus on the 
comprehension aspect of reading and 
not the mechanics: decoding and 
fluency etc.  

Vocabulary
Infer
Predict
Explain
Retrieve
Summarise



Vocabulary

 Find and explain the meaning of words in context 

•What do the words ...... and …… 

suggest about the character, setting and 

mood?

•Which word tells you that….?

•Which keyword tells you about the 

character/setting/mood?

•Find one word in the text which 

means……
•Find and highlight the word that is 

closest in meaning to…….

•Find a word or phrase which 

shows/suggests that…….

Infer
Make and justify inferences using evidence from the text.

•Find and copy a group of words which show 

that…
•How do these words make the reader feel?  

How does this paragraph suggest this?

•How do the descriptions of …… show that 

they are ……..

•How can you tell that……
•What impression of …… do you get from 

these paragraphs?

•What voice might these characters use?

•What was ….  thinking when…..

•Who is telling the story?



Predict
Predict what might happen from the 

details given and implied.

•From the cover what do you think this 

text is going to be about?

•What is happening now?  What 

happened before this? What will happen 

after?

•What does this paragraph suggest will 

happen next?  What makes you think 

this?

•Do you think the choice of setting will 

influence how the plot develops?

•Do you think… will happen?  Yes, no or 

maybe?  Explain your answer using 

evidence from the text. 

Explain
ØExplain how content is related and contributes to the meaning 

as a whole.

ØExplain how meaning is enhanced through choice of language.

ØExplain the themes and patterns that develop across the text.

ØExplain how information contributes to the overall experience.

•Why is the text arranged in this way?

•What structures has the author used?

•What is the purpose of this text feature?

•Is the use of ….. effective?

•The mood of the character changes throughout 

the text.  Find and copy the phrases which show 

this.

•What is the author’s point of view?

•What affect does ….. have on the audience?

•How does the author engage the reader here?

•Which words and phrases did ….. effectively?

•Which section was the most interesting/exciting 

part?

•How are these sections linked?



Retrieve 
Retrieve and record information and identify key 

details from fiction and non-fiction.

•How would you describe this story/text? 

What genre is it?  How do you know?

•How did…?

•How often…?

•Who had…?  Who is…?  Who did….?

•What happened to…?

•What does…. do?

•How ….. is ……..?

•What can you learn from …… from this 

section?

•Give one example of……
•The story is told from whose perspective? 

Summarise
Summarise the main ideas from more than one 

paragraph

•Can you number these events 1-5 in the 

order that they happened?

•What happened after …….?

•What was the first thing that happened in 

the story?

•Can you summarise in a sentence the 

opening/middle/end of the story?

•In what order do these chapter headings 

come in the story?



What can you do at home
As a parent or carer, there are many things that you can do to support your child 

when they are reading.

Make Reading Fun
Reading should never seem like a punishment or a chore. Try playing games related to 
the book or try reading something that you both enjoy. Remember, you do not just have 

to read ‘books’: you could enjoy an online article, a reference book or even a comic 
together. 



What can you do at home

Show That You Read Too
The next time you discover something interesting while 

reading, share it with your child. It doesn't have to be from 
a book; just showing that you find reading interesting can 

provide a real boost for reluctant readers. Hearing an 
adult read from a text that is a higher level than they 

would be able to access on their own is really important 
for developing new vocabulary. 

Read with Younger Siblings
If your child has younger 

siblings, try allowing them 
to lead story time one 

evening. Encourage them to 
think about questions they 

can ask about the text.



What can you do at home

Provide a Choice of Reading Materials
Why not visit the library together or have a 
look at interesting articles online? Having 
something that children really want to read 
can make a huge difference to their 
motivation…

Make Learning New Words into a 
Competition

Challenge your child to find a longer word 
than you can in their reading book. Set up 

a ‘Word of the Week’ station at home 
where you can choose a new word to 

define and use each week.
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STEP ONE
Join your local public library

STEP TWO
Install the BorrowBox app on your device

STEP THREE
Select your library service

STEP FOUR
Activate with your library membership

STEP FIVE
Borrow free eBooks and Audiobooks

BorrowBox



‘Book Chats’

Watch and 
listen 

carefully to 
follow their 

interests
Observe and 
respond. ‘Oh 

you’ve spotted 
the….’

Leave pauses

Invite your 
child to get 

involved
Pose questions to 

encourage thinking and 
discussion.

‘How do you think the boy is 
feeling?’

Draw attention to 
illustrations.

‘Look! What’s that hiding?’

Wonder and 
connect to 
your lives

Ponder and wonder
’I wonder if…’

Make personal 
connections.

‘ That reminds me of 
when….’

Ask Lots of Questions
Even if you’re not reading together, make sure that you still ask questions about 
what your child is reading and their opinion on it.

Share your 
emotional 
responses
By sharing your 

emotional response to a 
character or something 
that has happened you 
encourage your child to 
do the same - helping 

them to engage.



Thank you!
Do you have any questions?


