
Copmanthorpe Primary School
Agreed Approach to Teaching Phonics

To be read in conjunction with our ‘Agreed Approach to Teaching Reading in KS1/KS2’

Lessons
● We teach phonics in KS1 every day at 9.10am.
● We use the Bug Club structure and planning.
● Teachers can use their professional judgement to add in extra lessons around a particular

area, e.g. EYFS to spend more time on blending/segmenting, Y1 to reteach specific
graphemes, Y2 to spend more time on spelling patterns like adding ‘ed’.

Resources
● We use flashcards at the beginning of each phonics session and encourage the use of actions

(phase 2 and 3) and images (phase 5).
● Alien words should also be used to practise word reading.
● All children should have access to a sound mat and lower/upper case alphabet for all

phonics and English lessons.
● Resources should be ready for lessons to ensure time isn’t wasted during teaching time
● KS2 teachers should be actively using the THRASS posters to support reading and writing
● Clear guidance and resources should be sent to parents where applicable.

Gestures
● To ensure a simplified approach we used our fingers to illustrate blending, segmenting and

words within a sentence, rather than robot arms and other techniques.
● To illustrate syllables we clap.

Interventions
● All children stay within the main lesson if at all possible, so that they are still exposed to what is

being taught.  Activities should be challenging but not overwhelming (think about the steps
towards writing, e.g. initial sounds, initial and end sounds, cvc words, captions, sentences).
Where are they now? What is their next step?

● Interventions should be specific and measurable. Only 5-7 minutes long. Progress should be
made in each session.  Focused what is needed, e.g. code knowledge, blending,
segmenting, CEWs, phoneme manipulation, spelling. Focus on just one at a time!

Reading
● All children read with an adult twice a week. Children have one book per week (not two as it

has been) to develop fluency and confidence.
● Each class will also have a small number of daily/more frequent readers (below ARE).
● Parents/carers/volunteers are aware of the need to read books as often as possible, e.g. as a

minimum, 1 for accuracy, 2 for fluency, 3 for comprehension. Children can be given books
they have already read, or read books at a lower book band, to focus on fluency.

● School books should be matched accurately to phonic level. Using miscue analysis can help
with this. 5% challenge for independent and 10% challenge for guided reading.



Love of Reading
● Daily rhyme time in EYFS and daily story time across school from EYFS to Year 6
● Daily ERIC (Everyone Reading In Class) Year 2  to Year 6
● *VIPERS session every day Year 2 to Year 6.
● Reading corners are calm and welcoming, displaying a wide range of age-appropriate texts.

Pupil Voice
● All teachers have access to the pupil voice questionnaire analysis for their class.
● These are used as an insight into current attitudes towards reading.
● We will re-look at specific questions each half term to enable teachers to focus on specific

areas for development.

KEY VOCABULARY

Grapheme: Letters representing sounds, e.g. ‘a’.

Digraph: 2 letters representing 1 sound, e.g. ‘sh’ in shop.

Split digraph: 2 letters representing 1 sound but split by another letter, e.g. ‘a-e’ in made. We
do not refer to ‘magic e’.

Trigraph: 3 letters representing 1 sound, e.g. ‘ear’ in dear.

Phoneme: How the graphemes sound when they are spoken (rather than ‘sound’).

Blending: Saying the individual sounds when reading then merging the sounds to make one
word, e.g. “c – a – t…. cat”.

Segmenting: Splitting a word into individual sounds for spelling, e.g. “cat… c – a – t”.

Decodable: Words that can be ‘worked out’ by saying the sounds and blending, e.g. “d – a –
d… dad”.

Non-decodable: Words that cannot be ‘worked out’ using phonic sounds, e.g. go. We refer
to CEW (common exception words) and ‘words with tricky bits’, not ‘tricky words’.  We use a small ‘T’
above the tricky bit to show that the rest of the word can be worked out phonetically.

Pronunciation: We ensure our pronunciation of each sound is correct, i.e. always using the
shortest/purest sound, e.g. a quick ‘t’ not ‘ter’.

Letter names: Taught after the alphabet song from EYFS upwards and used for spelling words.
We don’t say ‘curly c’ and ‘kicking k’, we say ‘c’ and ‘k’.

*VIPERS stands for vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and sequencing.


