
Copmanthorpe Primary School - Phonics Knowledge Organiser 

Letters and Sounds – Phase Expectations Graphemes Sample words High Frequency Words 

(non-decodable) 

High Frequency Words 

(decodable) 

Phase 1 

Tuning into sounds, rhythm & rhyme, alliteration, oral blending & segmenting. 

 

- - NOTE 

High Frequency Words (HFW), decodable or not, should be read 

by sight! Practice using flashcards and games. 

Phase 2  

• learning graphemes that represent specific sounds 

• orally blend and segment CVC words  

• blend and segment in order to read and spell (using magnetic letters) VC words 

such as if, am, on, up and ‘silly names’ such as ip, ug, and ock. 

Set 1: s, a, t, p. 

Set 2: i, n, m, d. 

Set 3: g, o, c, k. 

Set 4: ck, e, u, r. 

Set 5: h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss. 

- the, to, I, no, go, into. a, an, as, at, if, in, is, it, of, 

off, on, can, dad, had, back, 

and, get, big, him, his, not, 

got, up, mum, but, put. 

Phase 3  

• give the sound when shown all or most Phase 2 and Phase 3 graphemes  

• recognise Phase 2 and 3 graphemes when given the sound  

• blend and read CVC words consisting of Phase 2 and 3 graphemes  

• phonetically plausible attempts at spelling CVC words using Phase 2 and 3 

graphemes. 

Set 6: j, v, w, x. 

Set 7: y, z, zz, qu. 

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, 

ng. 

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, 

oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, air, 

ure, er. 

chip,   shop,   thin/then,   

ring.   

 

rain,   feet,   night,   boat,   

boot/look,   farm,   for,   

hurt,   cow,   coin,   dear,   

fair,   sure,   corner. 

he, she, we, me, be, was, you, 

they, all, are, my, her. 

will, that, this, then, them, 

with, see, for, now, down, look, 

too. 

Phase 4  

• give the sound when shown any Phase 2 and Phase 3 graphemes  

• find from a display any Phase 2 and 3 grapheme when given the sound  

• blend and read words containing adjacent consonants  

• segment and spell words containing adjacent consonants. 

cvcc words, e.g. hump. 

ccvc words, e.g. trip. 

 

(c – consonant; v – vowel) 

- said, have, like, so, do, some, 

come, were, there, little, one, 

when, out, what. 

went, it’s, from, children, just, 

help. 

Phase 5  

• give the sound when shown any grapheme that has been taught  

• write the common graphemes for any given sound  

• use phonic skill and knowledge as the prime approach to reading and spelling 

unfamiliar words, including those that are not completely decodable  

• read and spell phonically decodable two-syllable and three-syllable words. 

Phase 5: ay,   ou,   ie,   ea,   

oy,   ir,   ue,   aw,  wh,  ph,   

ew,   oe,   au,   a-e,   e-e,   

i-e,   o-e,  u-e. 

 

day,   out,   tie,   eat,   boy, 

girl,   blue,   saw,   when, 

photo,   new,   toe,   Paul, 

make,   these,   like,   home, 

rule. 

oh, their, people, Mr, Mrs, 

looked, called, asked, could. 

don’t, old, I’m, by, time, house, 

about, your, day, made, came, 

make, here, saw, very. 

Phase 6 

• complete familiarity with the graphemes for reading and writing  

• reading with phrasing and fluency, taking into account punctuation, to aid meaning  

• teaching spelling including past tense, suffixes, longer words, spelling guidelines.  

KEY VOCABULARY 

Grapheme – letters representing sounds, e.g. ‘a’. 

Digraph – 2 letters representing 1 sound, e.g. ‘sh’ in shop. 

Split digraph – 2 letters representing 1 sound but split by another letter, e.g. ‘a-e’ in made. 

Trigraph – 3 letters representing 1 sound, e.g. ‘ear’ in dear. 

Blending – Saying the individual sounds when reading then merging the sounds to make one word, e.g. “c – a – t…. cat”. 

Segmenting – Splitting a word into individual sounds for spelling, e.g. “cat… c – a – t”. 

Decodable – Words that can be worked out by saying the sounds and blending, e.g. “d – a – d… dad”. 

Non-decodable – Words that cannot be ‘worked out’ using phonic sounds, e.g. go. 

 


